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PREFACE: 

When the story here given of our First Nation- 
al Convention had appeared in The Apostolic 
Guide, the desire was at once widely expressed, 
by brethren whose judgment was of weight, that 
it should be put into a permanent form for pre- 
servation and general distribution. It is In 
obedience to this demand that this little book is 
now published. 

The constantly enlarging development of the 
Cause of Missions among us, and the questions 
its advocacy has excited, lend a peculiar interest 
at the present hour to the Convention of 1849; 
for it was there that the first Missionary Society 
was formed, and our activity in this great work 
of the church received its first strong impulse. 

It is very encouraging to the friends o£ our 
missionary enterprises, to know that the fathers 
o£ our reformatory movement were really the 
originators and ardent advocates of our mission- 
ary organizations. There are also other facts in 
connection with this historic assembly that add 
■ still further to its interest at the present hour. 

The historical sketch here given, is based on the 
full published Minutes of the Convention, on 
articles relating to it in our press of that day^ an4 
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in a small part also on my own personal recol- 
lections of that memorable assembly. 

It was with a sincere desire to accomplish 
some good that this task was undertaken. May 
the blessing of God rest upon what has been done. 
Chas Louis Loos. 

Kentucky University, March 16, 1891. 
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CHAPTER I. 

The Question of a General Con- 
vention. 

The first General Convention of our 
brotherhood was held in Cincinnati, in 
1849, beginning October 24, and con- 
tinued, with the preliminary meeting, 
five days. The conviction had been 
for some time ripening in the minds of 
our most thoughtful men, that the ne- 
cessity had come for such a national 
meeting representative of our people. 
The wisdom and propriety of calling 
such a convention were for the months 
preceding very fully and freely dis- 
cussed in our press, and our ablest men 
participated in this discussion. 

It would be interesting to read over 
again, at a distance of over forty years, 
the grounds and arguments that were 
offered pro and con. The grand men 
•of that day understood well the whole 
question, and I do not think that the 
years that have since passed have 
brought forth anything really new in 
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6 FIRST GENERA.L CONVENTION. 

this debate. One thing may be said 
with pleasure of this discussion ini849, 
and later — it was conducted in the best 
spirit; the noble men — such as A. 
Campbell, Waher Scott, D. S. Burnet, 
J. T. Johnson, and James Challen, 
whose voices called for this new for- 
ward step, were incaps^ble of anything 
in word or thought that was not of the 
highest order in wisdom and courtesy. 
The objections offered were met and 
ably met by these fathers among us, 
and by none more effectively than by A. 
Campbell, who was then yet in the 
fullness of his strength. It is indeed 
inspiring to see with what vigor and 
clearness of judgment he answered the 
objections that were made against such 
a general convention and set forth the 
strong reasons in its behalf. 

The advocates of the measure urged, 
as a matter of primary importance, that 
such a convention, properly organized 
and wisely guarded and directed, 
would have the effect — ^by bringing 
together representative men of our 
churches from all parts of our wide 
country, by the closer acquaintance 
thus established, by the free inter- 
change of sentiment on the matters of 
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FIRST GENERAL CONVENTION. Y 

chief concern to us — to foster a spirit 
of unity, fellowship and co-operation 
among our people, the more needful 
now as our numbers were so largely 
increasing and as we were extending 
ourselves farther and wider over our 
vast country. 

The feeling here stated was very 
generally entertained and expressed by 
the more intelligent and thoughtful 
among us, by those who had the deep- 
est concern for the welfare and real 
success of the great cause we plead. 

But beyond this, a sense of the 
mighty, imperative duty of carrying 
the gospel to the destitute places in our 
own country and in foreign lands, had 
already acquired a clear consciousness 
and constantly increasing force among 
us, and was urgently seeking for a 
worthy realization in action. 

Other subordinate, and yet important, 
questions were also discussed in con- 
nection with this desire for a general 
representative convention and as 
grounds for it. That such an assem- 
bly was legitimate and needed, was 
conceded by our wisest men. But in 
the judgment of many it was to have a 
wider range of purpose than the organ- 
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8 FIRST GENERAL C0N\^ENTI01^. 

ization of missionary enterprises. A. 
Campbell, in an article strongly advoca- 
ting the measure, said,"The purposes of 
such a primary convention are already 
indicated by the general demand for a 
more efficient and scriptural organiza- 
tion — for a more general and efficient 
co-operation in the Bible cause, in the 
missionary cause, in the education 
cause." These words will show to the 
reader of to-day what were the ques- 
tions of chief concern among our 
churches at that day, and which, it was 
desired and hoped, such a general and 
closer interchange of mind as the oc- 
casion of the meeting contemplated, 
would aid in bringing to a better solu- 
tion. 

The question of proper church or- 
ganization was at that time very prom- 
inent in the churches, especially with 
the more thoughtful men among us — 
much more so, I hesitate not to say, 
than at present. It was generally felt 
that the conflict of years through which 
we had passed, had left but little time 
or attention for the weighty matters of 
efficient congregational and general 
organization for permanent, enduring 
future life, power, and prosperity. 
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FIRST GENERAL CONVENTION. 9 

This was loudly expressed on all sides. 
" We have gone through the war pe- 
riod, battling for life and existence; 
now we must turn our attention to the 
more difficult, but most vital questions 
of permanent organization for lasting 
existence and strong action in our life 
and mission as representatives of 
Apostolic Christianity," was the lan- 
guage of our wise men in the churches. 
The men among us whose memory is 
yet clear concerning the thoughts and 
events of that period, will testify to the 
truth of what is here stated. Many 
who favored the assembling of a gen- 
eral convention, prominently and 
earnestly pressed the consideration of 
this question of " organization and co- 
operation" set forth in the words 
above quoted from A. Campbell, as 
one demanding urgent consideration by 
ihe united wisdom of such a body of 
representative men. Yet, let no man 
imagine that any one at that day 
dreamed of any legislation on this or 
other questions of doctrine or church 
order, or any assumption of authority; 
the only feeling was to seek light and 
counsel. 

Many came to the convention with 
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\ 

the concern about such questions as 
those above noticed supreme in their 
heads and hearts. I think it proper to 
call attention to this fact, that the men 
of our day may realize the situation 
forty years ago, and may know how 
many of our best men looked upon 
the convention question in that day. It 
is in the highest degree instructive also, 
to see how this first national assembly 
really did act with reference to many 
of the questions that were brought 
before it; their action in these matters 
did honor to their wisdom and farsee- 
ing judgment, 
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CHAPTER II. 

The Call for the Convention. 

As the spring and summer months 
of the year 1849 were passing, the 
conviction of the necessity of a gener- 
al national meeting was deepening and 
extending in the churches, and the call 
for it became stronger every month 
and every week in our press. We 
feel that it will be a valuable service to 
the present generation of our people to 
let them hear the voices that were 
heard by us forty-one years ago, call- 
ing for the great assembly that has 
now become historic among us, and 
that gave impulse, organization, direc- 
tion and power to our activity as a people, 
in preaching, in obedience to our Lord's 
command, the gospel of salvation in 
the destitute places at home and in the 
far-off benighted regions, of the earth. 
These voices, moreover will teach 
us how the very men who were, under 
God, the fathers of our reformatory 
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movement, thought and felt on the 
great questions that agitated our 
churches at that day, and the wise so- 
lution of which has found embodiment 
in the missionary and other great en- 
terprises of the present generation of 
us who have " entered upon their la- 
bors." We shall see, thereby, with 
what sound judgment they solved the 
ever present and ever urgent question 
of liberty and law; and with what clear 
vision they saw our wants, and looked 
into our future and the future of the 
great cause we plead. There are les- 
sons here which the present genera- 
tion, so vastly mightier in numbers and 
power than that of half a century ago, 
can not afford to lose, lessons not only 
of wise guidance, but also of great en- 
couragement to us, for they will show 
that we have in our enterprises of mis- 
sionary activity of to-day but fulfilled 
the hopes and purposes of the fathers. 



In view of the important question of 
a better organization for our united co- 
operative energies and activity as a 
people in all good enterprises, especi- 
ally in the dissemination of the Bible 
and the gospel over the earth — two 
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matters of chief interest to our people 
at that day — A. Campbell, early in the 
year 1849, ^° obedience to a widely 
expressed desire, suggested the calling 
of a convention of the representatives 
of the churches generally, in his own 
words, to devise methods *« for the set- 
ting in order the things wanting among 
us to perfect the church and convert 
the world." This suggestion met a 
cordial response. 

The Christian Age and Unionist^ of 
Cincinnati, our leading weekly of that 
day, edited by Walter Scott and T. J. 
Melish, said: 

Brother Campbell, in the last M, Harbinger^ 
sajs: "We will concur with the brethren in the 
call of a general meeting at Cincinnati, Lexing- 
ton, Louisville or Pittsburg," We all seem to 
see the necessity of such a meeting, and doubtless 
a great majority of the brotherhood are anxious 
to have it, but there is a difficulty In taking the 
initiative. The call for a general convention 
which was issued by the October meeting of last 
year * does not seem to be sufficient, and how any 
other call can be given is difficult to say. Per- 
haps it would be a judicious step for the pastors, 
elders and prominent brethren of the church at 
Cincinnati, to meet together and again Issue an 
universal invitation to the brethren to come up 
here in October next. We concur with brother 

♦This was the meeting of the American Chris* 
tian Bible Society. 
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14 FIRST GENBJRAL COl^VENTlON. 

Van Dakfc*s suggestion, found in another place 
that the question of organization ou^ht first to 
come up, in order that other movements may 
be regulated by the decision to which we shall 
come upon it. 

To this A. Campbell replied: 

I am disposed to attend at Cincinnati or any 
other place on which the brethren may agree, 
and will, all things concurring, be present. 

The Christian Intelligencer ^ the or- 
gan of the Virginia brethren, edited 
then, I think, by R. L. Coleman, under 
date of June 23, had an article strong- 
ly urging the proposed convention, 
preferring Baltimore as the place of its 
meeting. 

But, of course, the Intelligencer adds, we 
shall submit cheerfully to any decision that may 
be made upon the subject. We are very anxious 
that there shall be a general meeting of the Dis- 
ciples, and whether the meeting shall be held at 
this place or that, is a matter of secondary im- 
portance. Let the brethren from different parts 
of the United States come together, cultivate 
each other's acquaintance, and in the fear of the 
Lord consider the welfare of Zion and the means 
to be employed in extending the boundaries of 
Messiah's kingdom. 

We insist that all the churches shall take the 
matter into consideration at an early day, and ap- 
point persons to represent them. 

One of the men most active in bring- 
ipg about this convention, was John 
Young, once professor in Bethany col- 
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lege, an Irishman of liberal education 
and a speaker and writer of more than 
ordinary ability, living at this time in 
Mason county, Kentucky. In an able 
communication to the M. Harbinger^ 
dated May, he says: 

Brother Campbell — I am truly glad to see 
among our editorial brethren a general desire for 
a meeting of delegates from the churches, to de- 
cide finally upon our course in reference to Bible 
circulation and Missionary operations. The want 
of harmony -which prevailR at present is very 
injurious to us, and must appear even ridiculous 
to those who are unfriendly to our cause. 

The writer pleads in this communi- 
cation for unity of action on the much 
agitated matter of a Bible Society. 
The American Christian Bible Society 
had been formed at Cincinnati; many 
of our brethren doubted the wisdom of 
such separate action on our part, 
others were strongly opposed to it; it 
was finally abolished. John Young 
thus concludes : 

In immediate connection with this matter, and 
while assembled, the delegates from the churches 
should proceed to lay a basis for Missionary 
operations and form a society for sending evan- 
gelists to the heathens. Whatever may be 
thouKijht about our need of a Bible Society, there 
will, I think, be perfect harmony in the convic- 
tion that we ought to send the gospel to the hea- 
then. We all remember that this work occupied 
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the Apostles and early Christians so fully that 
they could spare no time for the petty controver- 
sies in which we are too often engaged. Some- 
times we are so fastidious about doing a thing 
scripturally that we most unucripturally do not do 
our duty at all. The great command of our Lord 
is, " Go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature ; " but we are not fulfilling it. 
Others, with less knowledge of the divine word 
than .we possess, have gone abroad and are win- 
ning thousands from Paganism to the service of 
the living God, and earning for themselves im- 
perishable crowns, while we stand gazing on, 
priding ourselves on being the Reformation of 
the nineteenth century, but not doing the works 
which might honor and justify this high claim. 
No other society will send evangelists to preach 
Ihe gospel for us. We must act in this matter 
for ourselves. The great head of the church re- 
quires this work at our hands. The state of the 
world at present offers an encouragement to us 
to begin, and the increased wealth of our church 
members will make us absolutely without excuse 
before God and man if we do not arise with one 
heart and engage as one man in this noble enter- 
prise. 

These voices heard forty-one years 
ago, calling for a general convention 
for such great purposes, might be mul- 
tiplied, but what we have given must 
suffice. 



Digitized 



by Google 



FIRST GENERAL CON\'ENTION. 17 



CHAPTER III. 

A. Campbell's Advocacy of the 
Convention and Its Objects. 

No one took a stronger or an earlier 
interest in this matter than A. Camp- 
bell, and no one had clearer or more 
decided convictions of the propriety of 
such an assembly than he. I pro- 
pose, therefore, as a duty which I 
believe we owe to the present genera- 
tion, to give a full view of this great 
apostolic reformer's argument in favor 
of this movement and its objects — ob- 
jects which have been for more than a 
generation realized among us. The 
deep earnestness, morever, with which 
he plead for general consultation, to 
bring about a more perfect organiza- 
tion and co-operation in the great enter- 
prises of the church for the preaching 
of the gospel over the entire world, 
should not be unknown and lost to our 
people of to-day. 

For years preceding the convention 



Digitized 



by Google 



18 FIRST GENERAL CONVENTION. 

of 1849, ^^'^ eminent man had been im- 
pressed with the urgent need of such 
national meetings, representative of the 
churches, their desires, their best intel- 
ligence and piety. He felt that the 
time had come for the church to enter, 
in full co-operation, on such enterprises 
as were necessary to execute its great 
mission of extending the kingdom of 
the Messiah to the ends of the earth. 
He held, in deepest conviction, that 
any enterprise of importance,which con- 
cerned the entire brotherhood and re- 
quired and solicited their support — ' 
such, for example, as the gospel mis- 
sion for the whole world at home and 
abroad — should only be established and 
directed by the combined will and wis- 
dom of this same brotherhood, as far as 
such united action was possible and 
practicable. This man of far-seeing 
judgment, whose heart was filled with 
the purest and deepest concern for 
the triumphant success of the great 
cause to which he had given his life, 
was intensely troubled when he saw, 
here and there, the lack of a spirit of 
union and co-operation among us in 
matters of vital moment. The mani- 
festations of a tendency to separate 
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action, where unity was wisdom and 
was absolutely necessary for large 
success; to distrust, where generous 
confidence only was right and only 
could be blessed; the revelation of a 
morbid, narrow prejudice that hinder- 
ed and resisted the free, legitimate 
development and action of the power 
of the church in great undertakings — 
a prejudice based upon ignorance of 
the law of liberty with which Christ has 
endowed his church — all this brought 
sorrow to his great heart, and stirred 
him up at times to strong remon- 
strance. Those who were in daily 
familiar intercourse with him well 
knew this, and to it also his writings 
bear amplest testimony. Unity, har- 
mony of action by the church general 
in all matters that concerned its com- 
mon interests, was a high thought and 
a cherished feeling with A. Campbell. 
He had not the least sympathy of mind 
with those who denied the church the 
rigfht to general representative assem- 
blies and enterprises, or cried alarm ! 
because of real or imagined dangers in 
such movements. 

I ask the reader's thoughtful atten- 
tion while I shall quote some of the 
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most important declarations of A. 
Campbell on the subject before us. And 
let it be noted, this eminent man was 
then in the highest maturity of his 
great intelligence and experience. 

In the M. Harbinger of December, 
1848, in commenting on a communi- 
cation from J. B. Ferguson concerning 
a project to publish with notes the 
hymn book then in general use among 
us, he said: 

I agree with brother Ferguson that we want, 
more than any new hymn book with or without 
appropriate music, a general meeting of the breth- 
ren at Cincinnati or somewhere else. I will en- 
deavor to meet with any such convention, the 
Lord willing it, anywhere within reach, should 
the brethren send me to it. I can never, so far as 
yet advised, consent to a few brethren in any city, 
or town, or county, or State, erecting themselves 
into a Christian Bible Society, or Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, or a Christian Tract Society, for 
a whole community extending over thirty States, 
and then to ask them all to come over and help 
them ! But we desire and need a general conven- 
tion for many purposes ; and that is more to be 
desired than a new Bible Society, or a new hymn 
book tvith tnusic^ however well selected. 

There is no mistaking the meaning 
and spirit of these earnest words, nor 
is there any gainsaying the wisdom and 
justice they embody. 

In February, 1849, ^^ ^^ article from 
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him on church organization, occur these 
passages. 

There is now heard from the east and the west, 
from the north and the south, one general, if not 
universal, call for a more efficient organization of 
our churches. Experience, than which there is 
not a more efficient teacher, decides and pro- 
mulges that our present co-operative system is 
comparatively inefficient and inadequate to the 
exigencies of the times and the cause we plead. 
My observation, if not my experience, has long 
since taught me that in matters of this sort it is 
better to follow than to precede the experience of 
others, and to wait for the exigencies of a com- 
munity rather than to anticipate them. The de- 
velopment and confirmation of great principles 
are always first in importance, and should pre- 
cede any discussion touching the matter of carry- 
ing them out to their legitimate result, 

There are gathered a thousand and more com- 
munities, spread over this great continent, with- 
out any systematic form of co-operation. And 
there Is a vehement desire expressed from all 
quarters for some general and efficient action on 
this subject, for some more digested system of 
bringing all our energies to bear upon the church 
and the world. And there are some who think 
that, had we such an organization as reason ap- 
proves, we should carry everything before us, 
nay, that organization Is essential to prevent a 
retrograde movement, and without it we must 
rather lose than gain, and cease to occupy the ter- 
ritory we have conquered. . . • There are ex- 
treme views on all subjects as well as moderate 
and rational ones. I have always been a pleader 
for organization ; still organization Is not faith, nor 
humility, nor liberality. We have very compact 
and efficient organizations in our country without 
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intelligence, faith or true religion. We may have 
in theory or in practice an organization as perfect 
and complete as that of the Jansenists or Jesuits, 
without promotiong the conversion of a sinner or 
the edification of a saint. Still this does not de- 
tract anything from either the necessity or im- 
portance of organization. It only goes to show 
that it must be organized with faith, intelligence, 
liberality, and zeal. . . But we want organiza- 
tion — ^the setting in order of the things wanting to 
perfect the church and convert the world. There 
are, then, two questions to be answered as prelim- 
inary to any action on the subject. These are — 
I. What shall be the form or character of our or- 
ganization? and 2. How shall it be established.^ 

Again, in the M. Harbinger of 
August of the same year is this pas- 
sage: 

. In order to a general organization, or a system 
of general co-operation, it is important, indeed 
essential, that there be a general meeting. I pre- 
sume that ic requires no very large measure of 
common sense to perceive that a general organi- 
zation requires a general consultation and agree- 
ment in order to its existence, and that it is not 
competent to any city, district or State to make 
for a people dispersed through thirty States and 
territories, any institution called Bible or Mission- 
ary, and then call upon them all to adopt it. That 
there should be such a general meeting is gener- 
ally admitted, and that it should be as central as 
possible is also unanimously conceded, so far as 
respects the population that expects to attend it. 

At no period in our history was the 

question of a "general organization" 

for " general co-operation " so promi- 
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nent before our people as in the years 
1848 and 1849; the extracts we have 
cited already reveal this. A. Camp- 
bell's articles on this subject, of 
the year 1849, deserve special attention 
as revealing his own mind on this mat- 
ter — not only at that period but always 
with him of vital importance. We 
shall add here a few more quotations ; 
they are very characteristic of his 
largeness of mind on all great ques- 
tions. 

The public interests of the aggregate Christian 
community in every one nation, province or em- 
pire, as much require public agents, whether 
called evangelists, messengers, delegates, or 
classified under one all-comprehending designa- 
tion and denomination — missionaries or *^ messen- 
gers of the churches," as do private interests of 
every particular community require its own 
special and particular agents or officers. 

These are points no longer debatable amongst 
us, or any other Christian people known to me on 
the map of Christendom. We may aim at more 
simplicity, but we can not dispense with the 
agents and agencies above enumerated, any more 
than we could dispense with books and school- 
masters in the great work of illuminating and 
civilizing mankind. To ask for a positive precept 
for everything in the details of duties growing 
out of the various and numerous exigencies of 
the Christian church and the world, would be 
quite as irrational and unscrlptural as to ask for 
an immutable wardrobe or a uniform standard of 
apparel for all persons and ages in the Christian 
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church. . . . We must make a broad, a clear, 
and an indelible distinction between the elements 
oifaithy piety ^ and morality^ and matters of tem- 
poral expediency. The former are wholly and 
exclusively of divine authority. . . . They 
are forever fixed by the Messiah in person, and 
by his inspired and divinely commissioned law- 
givers, apostles and prophets. ... In all 
things |>ertaining to public interest, not of Chris- 
tian faith, piety, or morality, the church of Jesus 
Christ in its aggregate character is left free and 
unshackled by any apostolic authority. This is 
the great point which I assert as of capital im- 
portance in any great conventional movement or 
co-operation in advancing the public interests of 
a common salvation. , . . Matters of pru- 
dential arrangement for the evangelizing of the 
world, for the better application of our means and 
resources, according to the exigencies of society 
and the ever varying complexion of things around 
us, are left without a single law, statute, ordinance 
or enactment in all the New Testament. For my 
own part, I see no necessity for any positive di- 
vine statutes in such matters. — M. Harbinger^ 

A. Campbell always expressed a 
strong preference for the Baptist form 
of free association, "divested," as he 
said, " of those appendages against 
which we remonstrated twenty-five 
years ago." He declares: 

I was present on the occasion of the dissolution 
of the " Mahoning Baptist Association," in 1828, 
on the Western Reserve, State of Ohio. With 
the exception of one obsolete preacher, the whole 
association, preachers and people, embraced the 
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current reformation. I confess I was alarmed at 
the impassioned and hasty manner in which the 
association was, in a few minutes, dissolved. I 
then contemplated that scene, and have done so 
since, as a striking proof of the power of enthu- 
siasm and excitement, and as dangerous, too, 
even in ecclesiastical as well as political affairs. 
Counsel and caution, arguments and remon- 
strances, were wholly in vain in such a crisis of 
affairs. It would have been an imprudent sacri- 
fice of influence to have done more than make a 
single remonstrance. But that remonstrance 
was quashed by the previous question, and the 
Regular Baptist Mahoning Association died of a 
moral apoplexy in less than a quarter of an hour. 

Reformation and annihilation are not with me 
now, as formerly, convertible and identical terms. 
We want occasional, if not stated, deliberative 
meetings on questions of expediency in adapta- 
tion to the ever-changing fortune and character 
of society. 

" In the multitude of counselors there is safety ;" 
therefore recourse should be had to their deliber - 
ations. These meetings should be at regular and 
stated intervals, but susceptible of special calls on 
special emergencies. As such meetings have no 
special control over individual churches, nor any 
deputed or divine right to exercise jurisdiction 
over particular communities, their attention is 
called and their attention is to be devoted to gen- 
eral objects, such as can not be so well dispensed 
or attended to by particular congregations. . . . 
As to the simple propriety, necessity and advan- 
tage of such meetings, and of such an organiza- 
tion, there seems to be but one opinion, so far as 
I can comprehend the expressed views of the 
scribes and elders of the people. — M. Harbinger^ 
May^ i84g. 
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A few more words must close these 
citations from the pen of A. Campbell. 
In an article headed Convention^ in the 
August number of the M. Harbinger 
of the above year, occur these declar- 
ations : 

I am of opinion that a convention or general 
meeting of the churches of the Reformation is a 
very great desideratum, nay, I will say further, 
that it is all important to the cause of reforma- 
tion, . , The purposes of such a convention are 
already indicated by the general demand for a more 
efficient and scriptural organization — for a more 
general and efficient co-operation in the Bible 
cause, in the missionary cause, in the educational 
cause. . . It is all important that the brethren act 
in this great affair advisedly, and that they may 
do so the interval should be devoted to the ascer- 
tainment of their views, and to the general en- 
lightenment of the churches on what is yet 
wanting to the full attainment of the great ob- 
jects contemplated and desired by us all. 



The passages quoted in this paper, 
most clearly indicate their author's 
mind upon the important matters of 
which they speak. They show why he 
so earnestly advocated the convention of 
1849, ^^^ w^y ^^ subsequently gave 
his strong support, in word and deed, 
to its action, and to the organizations, 
state and national, that gave being, 
unity, direction, efficiency and perma- 
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nence to our missionary activity in the 
home and foreign fields. His admirable 
reasoning, moreover, in this direction, 
exercised a powerful influence among 
our brethren at that time, in leading 
them, far and wide, to hail with joy 
this historic convention and its many 
good results. 

His convictions above expressed, and 
his devotion to our missionary enter- 
prises, this great man maintained with 
unfaltering firmness to the end of his 
life. 



Digitized 



by Google 



28 FIRST GENERAL CONVENTION. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The Organization of the Conven- 
tion. 

In giving an account of this memor- 
able national convention, it is my pur- 
pose only to notice such particulars of 
its history as will be of special interest 
at the present day. The full printed 
report of the minutes is before me, and 
I can only regret that it will not be 
possible to lay the substance of these in 
a fuller form before the readers. 

The sessions of the convention were 
held in the Christian church at the 
corner of Eighth and Walnut streets, 
a most fitting place for this assembly, 
as the congregation meeting here was 
one of the oldest, strongest, and most 
historic in the Reformation, and the 
mother- church in Cincinnati, and the 
city itself was then geographically and 
in other respects the center of our 
brotherhood. 
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A preliminary meeting was held 
Tuesday, October 23, "for the pur- 
pose of temporarily organizing « The 
General Convention of the Christian 
Churches of the United Stales of 
America.* L. L. Pinkerton, of Ken- 
tucky, was called to the chair, and John 
M. Bramwell, of Indiana, appointed 
secretary. The following brethren 
were unanimously elected permanent 
officers of the convention, to wit: 
President^ Alexander Campbell, of 
Virginia; Vice Presidents^ D. S. Burnet, 
of Ohio; John O'Kane, of Indiana; 
John T. Johnson, of Kentucky, and 
Waher Scott, of Pennsylvania.'* 

The committee on the order of busi- 
ness was composed of Elijah Goodwin, 
of Indiana; Henry D. Palmer, of Illi- 
nois; William Morton, of Kentucky; 
John T. Powell, of Ohio; Samuel S. 
Church, of Missouri; A. S. Gould, of 
New York; Newton Short, of Virginia; 
Walter Scott, of Pennsylvania; S. L. 
Pinkerton, of Georgia, and Richard 
Hawley, of Michigan. These names 
are given here that the reader may see 
what sort of men composed this as- 
sembly. 

Look at the list of permanent officers 
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— the grandest men among us, names 
first and chief in our history. We 
need not speak of A. Campbell — his 
name is peerless among us. And he 
laid down the office given him that 
day only when, sixteen years later, he 
died. Walter Scott, this splendid 
apostolic preacher, the very Chevalier 
Bayard of* the Reformation, a star of 
wonderous brightness in our galaxy of 
great men, was the knightly pioneer 
herald of the ** Restoration " — to use 
his own favorite word — in Eastern 
Ohio, the first evangelist employed by 
the Mahoning Association after it had 
passed bodily over into the reformato- 
ry movement. 

And what shall we say of David S. 
Burnet, James Challen and John T. 
Johnson, eminent preachers, whose life 
history is identified with the very be- 
ginning of our great plea for apostolic 
Christianity, who were among its 
trustiest expounders, and whose names 
were an inspiration to our people all 
over this land. And what a man was 
Henry D. Palmer, already old, whose 
advocacy, in Tennessee, of apostolic 
Christianity antedates the Campbells, 
endowed with a bravery and a spirit of 
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sacrifice that rank him among the 
noblest of men. He was a man of God 
whose like we seldom see; great in 
wisdom, eminent in piety, wondrously 
consecrated in all his being,by a life- long 
study fully conversant with the doctrine 
of Christ, mighty — singularly eloquent 
often— ras a preacher. And John 
O'Kane and Elijah Goodwin, of In- 
diana, and William Morton, of Ken- 
tucky, were men of power in the mini- 
stry, the teachers of thousands, among 
the earliest and most ardent advocates 
of the New Testament religion, fathers 
to the churches in their day, honored 
and beloved by myriads. John T. 
Powell, of Ohio, was a noble type of 
the Christian preacher, a man of in- 
telligence and piety. And Samuel S. 
Church, of Missouri, was a splendid 
heroic soldier of the Cross in his day; 
he died early, too early, a sacrifice to 
his zeal in the work of his Master. 

This was the sort of men, the most 
perfect embodiments in every sense of 
our great plea, who, with intelligence 
and zeal, and full of the best aims and 
hopes, inaugurated this great assembly 
who executed so well its high task, and 
gave by their action enduring form and 
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life to our great world-wide euterprises 
in the gospel. Such were the men 
chosen as the officers of ♦^he convention, 
and as the committee that was to plan 
and initiate its work. The selection of 
men like these shows how important 
the convention regarded its great of- 
fice, and how wisely every step was 
taken in its deliberation. This spirit of 
seriousness of purpose that pervaded 
the assembly, is expressed in a resolu- 
tion offered by the venerable William 
Morton: 

Resolved unanimously^ That it is the duty and 
privilege of every member of this convention, in 
entering upon the duties devolving upon him, to 
do so with the love of God in his heart, the fear 
of God before his mind, and with an eye single lo 
his glory and the good of man, and that every per- 
sonal and party feeling of pride, selfishness and 
worldly ambition be wholly laid aside. 

The convention met for regular busi- 
ness Wednesday, 9 o'clock a. m. In 
the absence of A. Campbell, president, 
who had been prevented from being 
present by sickness, the first vice-presi- 
dent, D. S. Burnet, took the chair. He 
continued to preside during the conven- 
tion, an office which he filled with ad- 
mirable skill; he was justly regarded as 
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the most competent man for this place 
in the convention. 

After some discussion as to who 
were properly members of the conven- 
tion, it was decided to enroll all the 
delegates present. Quite a large num-- 
ber of churches had sent regularly-ap- 
pointed messengers. Many brethren 
had come who represented their 
churches in a less formal way; all, 
however — as may be seen by examin- 
ing the list enrolled — were men worthy 
to be regarded as truly representative 
men, not only of their own congrega- 
tions and districts, but of our cause and 
people generally. 

There were enrolled 156 delegates, 
only eighteen of whom were from 
Cincinnati and vicinity. The churches 
represented were considerably over 
100, and from eleven States. The en- 
rollment given is evidently defective as 
a number of names appear in the min- 
utes that are not in the list. One State 
Meeting, that of Indiana, sent repre- 
sentatives. In several instances one or 
more brethren, by appointment, repre- 
sented a number of churches, some- 
times the entire co- operation of one or 
more counties. The roll of delegates 
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was large, considering that the day of 
railroad travel was not yet, and many 
brethren came long distances. Entire 
delegations made their journeys in the 
old-fashioned way, on horse-back, as 
the four brethren from New Union 
near Lexington, Keptucky, who rode 
some ninety miles to Cincinnati; two 
of these were Andrew Steele and 
Albert Allen. 

It will certainly be interesting, and is 
in the purpose of this sketch, to call 
attention to some of the names — be- 
sides those already noticed — who con- 
stituted this historic assembly which 
gave, as its primary object, origin, or- 
ganization and impulse to our general 
missionary enterprises and to the na- 
tional conventions that have continued 
and grown in magnitude and power to 
the present day. 

The Indiana State Meeting sent a 
delegation of eight brethren with a fra- 
ternal epistle, from which extracts will 
be given hereafter. These men were 
John O'Kane, Elijah Goodwin, George 
Campbell, J. B. New, L. H. Jameson, 
S W. Leonard, M. H. Hopkins and 
J. M. Mathes. Brethren of Indiana, 
look at these names! Does your re- 
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ligious history know nobler men than 
these who, with your written letter of 
greeting and declarations, so admirably 
conceived and expressed, represented 
you so honorably in this national con- 
vocation? Two only of these yet re- 
main; and to this hour these patriarchs, 
Mathes and Jameson, have continued 
true to the spirit and aims of the mis- 
sion on which you sent them forty- one 
years ago. Often since have the noble 
men whom you then sent — all of them 
— been present, with unabated interest, 
at the annual conventions which they 
aided in inaugurating. 

In this glorious company, further- 
more, are names of veterans in the 
cause of "the restoration of the an- 
cient order of things," many of them 
stalwarts, as we might say. Here are 
S. K. Hoshour, the much beloved, 
Benj. Franklin, John M. Bramwell, of 
Indiana; W. P. Stratton, B. U. Wat- 
kins, J. G. Mitchell, William Hayes, J. 
J. Moss, lonas Hartzell, William Pin- 
kerton, of Ohio; L». L. Pinkerton,John 
Young, R. C. Ricketts, H. T. Ander- 
son, John Taffe, of Kentucky; Newton 
V. Short, Dr. J. T. Barclay, of Virginia ; 
all of the older men in the ministry-^ 
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with scores more whom space forbids 
me to mention. Of the younger, were 
present such men as W. H. Hopson, 
W. K. Pendleton, T, J. Murdock, 
James M. Henry, C. Kendrick and 
others. Then there was an illustrious 
band of noble names, not of the public 
ministry, many of whom were " pil- 
lars" in their day, and had been 
among the first to accept the great 
plea of reform. Such were, O. Ow- 
ens, S. JS. Clark, Samuel Grafton, 
James Leslie, of Ohio; Dr. J. Shackle - 
ford, William B. Mooklar, S. B. Bell, 
Daniel Runyan, John Baker, Joseph A. 
Sweeney, Henry Bishop, Waller 
Small, of Kentucky; Robert B. Fife, of 
Missouri, and an << innumerable com- 
pany " of such veterans from Indiana, 
Illinois and elsewhere. 

Of such material as this the conven- 
tion of 1849 was composed. Their 
names should not be forgotton; I have 
only mentioned those personally known 
to me. In the next chapter the action of 
the convention on the important sub- 
jects that called it together and en- 
gaged its attention, will be considered. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Discussions. — Bible Socibty — Un- 
worthy Preachers. 

On Wednesday forenoon, Octo- 
ber 24, after some other business 
had been disposed of, the first report 
of the Committee on the Order 
of Business was presented by Wal- 
ter Scott. It was divided into three 
parts: i. Evangelical matters; 2. Ec- 
clesiastical questions; 3. Miscellaneous 
matters. The style of this report 
revealed most evidently the predomin- 
ance of Walter Scott^s head and hand. 

Under the first head, the committee 
introduced three resolutions: The 
first recommending the American 
Christian Bible Society^ now in the 
fourth year of its existence; it was or- 
ganized in 1845. The second "Resolved 
That, in the opinion of this convention, 
the American Christian Bible So- 
ciety should so change or arrange 
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its constitution, as to make a mis- 
sionary department, to be under 
the direction of its board, for the 
purpose of sustaining the proclamation 
of the gospel among the destitute in 
the United States and Territories first, 
and then in foreign lands when its 
means will enable it to act efficiently in 
that department." 

The third resolution was: "That 
this Convention recommend to our 
churches not to countenance as a 
preacher, any man who is not sustained 
or acknowledged by two or more 
churches." 

There had been considerable differ- 
ence of opinion as to the propriety of a 
separate Bible Society. In the 
judgment of many, and among these 
some of our wisest and most influential 
men, including A. Campbell, the 
American and Foreign Bible Society, 
offered to us all we desired, and the 
brave action of its founders in organiz- 
ing it after the American Bible Society 
had refused to allow the word baptizo 
to be correctly rendered in the transla- 
tions for the heathen nations, should 
be recognized and supported by us. 
Special attention should here be called 
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to the attitude held by A. Campbell in 
this case. Many, not only of the Bap- 
tists, but even of his own brethren, do 
not understand the liberality of mind of 
this great man, his freedom from nar- 
row prejudices and his eminently con- 
servative disposition. He was a support- 
er of the old American Bible Society; 
but he stood by the Baptists, with a 
singular predilection of mind, as far as 
it was possible for him to do so. His 
convictions were strong, and so was 
his courage of utterance always; he 
never in his mind consented to the 
formation of a Bible Society of our 
own, while he generously yielded to 
the general feeling of his brethren. 
The Bible^ in his judgment, was too 
universally the property of all — one 
and the same for all — to justify a socie- 
ty of our own for its safeguarding and 
distribution in our hands. It was al- 
ways a happiness for him to unite, as 
far as it was allowed him, with the 
Christian world in all great common 
enterprises for the extension of the 
kingdom of God. A most interesting 
incident that passed between him and 
myself but two weeks before he died, 
in a most striking and touching manner 
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revealed his life-long incliaatioa to ^ards 
the Baptists; but the relation of this 
incident does not belong here. 

There was, however, a strong deter- 
mination among our people at the 
period to which this convention be- 
longs, to have " a Bible Society of our 
own,'' as the expression was. This 
was owing to the fact that during the 
year immediately preceding the forma- 
tion of the Bible Union^ our brother- 
hood was greatly stirred by the demand 
for a correct translation in our own 
tongue, and with this many of the 
Baptists sympathized. It was thought 
that by a separate society we could do 
more to urge this important cause for- 
ward. The watch cry, " Let us have 
an independent society that will give us 
free action," met with a strong response 
among our people. The American 
and Foreign Bible Society, while it 
owed its existence to the determination 
to give a pure translation to the hea- 
thens, refused to do the same thing for 
Christian nations; the American Bible 
Union finally met this demand. 

How strong this current of feeling 
was among our people, can be seen 
from many voices heard in the conven- 
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tion. The letter of the Indiana State 
Meeting had in it this resolution : "J?^- 
solved^ That we approbate the Ameri- 
can Christian Bible Society, ^nd that 
we advise the brethren in the State of 
Indiana to aid in that good work." 
John O^Kane declared that " the breth- 
ren were almost unanimously in favpr 
of independence/' L. H. Jameson 
said, <*he would stand up with his 
brethren in support of the independen- 
cy of the Society.'* The ardent W. 
H, Hopson, speaking for Missouri, as- 
sured us that «« he could speak not only 
for himself, but for the whole State 
from which he came. The annual 
meeting which assembled there, gave 
their unanimous concurrence in the ex- 
istence of the Society; five thousand 
brethren spoke when he spoke, and 
gave their sanction and approval." 
(Now when Missouri speaks, it is the 
voice of one hundred thousand!) 
Others spoke in the same tenor for 
other parts of our country. 

The resolution proposed by the com- 
mittee, was finally passed " unanimous- 
ly," in the following form : " Resolved^ 
That the Bible Society located in Cin- 
cinnati, known by the name of the 
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« Americaa Christian Bible Society,' be, 
and hereby is, recommended by this 
convention to the cordial support of the 
brethren." 

I think it instructive to add here the 
remarks of Prof. Pendleton while the 
discussion of this resolution was pend- 
ing, especially as these remarks gave 
expression to the feeling entertained by 
all at Bethany — A. Campbell, Richard- 
son and others — on this subject. He 
said: 

I wish to know, if, by acting on this resolution, 
we could do the greatest amount of good. I 
would not appeal to the sectarian pride of the 
brotherhood. I am sorry to hear remarks from 
the brethren in opposition to our Baptist brethren. 
It savors of retaliation. We should in all points, 
in which we can, co-operate with them. It would 
be in harmony with the principles of union we 
have professed. I am of opinion that there is a 
grrowing conviction among the Baptists that the 
ill feeling toward us is wrong, and even a desire 
that we should form one body. I think that our 
contributions to the American and Foreign Bible 
Society have greatly softened down the asperitiesi 
of the Baptists. There is a want of regard ia 
the convention for the feelings of those brethrea 
who are of an opposite opinion. 

Brother D. S. Burnet, chairman of 

the convention, then stated in answer 

to Prof. Pendleton, that this Society 

had from its origin intended to co-op- 
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erate with the American and Foreign 
Bible Society, and had always done so. 

An amusing incident connected with 
this discussion — ^not recorded in the 
minutes — I must not fail to give 
from my own memory. One of the 
brethren — certainly not one of the 
Solomons of the convention — ^was so 
filled with his high notions of our abili- 
ty to do everything as well as other 
people, and a good deal better, that he 
arose and indignantly exclaimed : " I 
want to know if we have not men as 
able to translate the Bible as others. 
Look at these professors and gradu- 
ates of our colleges ! they are learned 
men, and have studied the dead lan- 
guages. And, then, don't we know 
the Bible better than other people?" 
It sounded like bitter sarcasm, but it 
was not; the man was in dead, honest 
earnest. Alas, thought I, my poor de- 
luded brother! if you knew as much 
about these "college professors and 
graduates" as I do, who am one of the 
initiated, you would never have become 
the victim of such a fearful mental 
hallucination. 

The third resolution, relative to 
guarding against unworthy preachers, 
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expressed a concern felt throughout all 
the churches. The subject had been a 
matter of much discussion in our jour- 
nals, and there was a general feeling 
and demand that something should be 
done to put a stop to this grievous 
ofiEence among us. The complaint was 
not only that bad men were drifting 
about as preachers, but that churches 
were guilty of the sin of giving counte- 
nance to these men by carelessness in 
ordaining men, and by employing 
preachers of bad or doubtful reputation 
or opening their pulpits to them. 
There were strong expressions heard 
in the convention in denunciation of this 
great evil. Walter Scott said: "I 
never feel so much like being angry, as 
when I am compelled to sit in the sa- 
cred stand with men of doubtful char- 
acter. I feel degraded by the contact." 
George Campbell, one of the delegates 
from the State Meeting of Indiana, 
said he had been especially instructed 
to secure the churches against impos- 
ters and traveling vagrants. Carroll 
Kendrick expressed himself by offer- 
ing this resolution: 

Resolved^ That this convention earnestly rec- 
ommends to the congregations, to countenance 
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no evangelist who is not well reported of for 
piety and proper evangelical qualifications, and 
that they be rigid and critical in their examina- 
tion of such reports. 

This was adopted without debate. 
There was entire unity in the con- 
vention on the aim and substance of 
the resolution of the committee on this 
subject; the desire was, however, so to 
word it as not, even in appearance, to 
interfere with the independence and 
authority of the congregations. It 
was, nevertheless, the general senti- 
ment, freely expressed, that the send- 
ing forth and encouraging of preachers 
was not the concern of any single con- 
gregation or group of congregations 
only, but in the most direct and vital 
manner affected the whole body of 
Christ. The following preamble and 
resolution were finally agreed on and 
passed : 

Whereas, It appears that the cause of Chris- 
tianity has suffered from the imposition of 
false brethren upon the churches, therefore. 

Resolved^ That we recommend to the churches 
the importance of great care and rigid examina- 
tion before they ordain men to the office of the 
evangelist. 

Immediately after this vote brother 

Kendrick's resolution was also adopted. 

The discussion of this subject ex- 
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cited a great deal of interest, and en- 
gaged much of the time of the conven- 
tion. It set forth in a clear light the 
character of the men who had here as- 
sembled. First of all, a profound con- 
cern was manifested for the spiritual 
welfare of the churches and, as em- 
bodied in them and identified with 
them, of the great cause so precious to 
the hearts of all. Then, also, a strong 
determination was revealed on all sides 
to maintain intact the great principles 
of reform for which we had so long 
battled — ^to keep our hands clean of 
any assumption of unlawful ecclesias- 
tical interference, and to be strict in the 
interpretation and practical application 
of the cherished law of congregational 
liberty. The proceedings of this con- 
vention are a most instructive study in 
this respect. No men among us ever 
better understood, or could better un- 
stand, this capital principle in our plea 
than the leading men of this assembly; 
for many present were among the 
earliest and boldest advocates of our 
reform; and none of that day or since 
have been more jealous in guarding it* 
than were these men on that occasion. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Organization of the American 
Christian Missionary Society. 

It is evident, beyond all possible 
doubt, that the call for the convention 
of 1849, ^^^^^ i^ loucl tones from all 
parts of the land, had for its chief ob- 
ject a general missionary organization. 
" There are gathered a thousand and 
more communities, spread over this 
great continent, without any systematic 
form of co-operation. And there is a 
vehement desire expressed from all 
quarters for some general and efficient 
action on this subject, for some more 
digested system of bringing all our en- 
ergies to bear upon the church and the 
world." This and other like expres- 
sions, that gave voice to the general 
feeling, I have already quoted from the 
pen of A. Campbell. 

The letter sent by the Indiana State 
Meeting to the convention, had in it 
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this direct, strong paragraph : *« We 
feel deeply interested, brethren, on the 
subject of evangelical operations; and 
are fully satisfied that we ought to 
form a regularly organized niissionary 
society, for the purpose of sending the 
gospel, in the hands of a living minis- 
try, to all the destitute, uncultivated 
portions of the Lord's great field — 
which he declares « is the world.' It is 
our hope — entertained with the strong- 
est desire of being realized — that this 
subject may receive a due amount of 
attention during the sessions of your 
meeting, and that such a society will 
be formed ere you adjourn." So 
spake in this clear and formal manner 
** the saints and brethren of the State 
of Indiana, in State meeting assembled, 
to their brethren from different parts of 
the United States, assembled in con- 
vention in Cincinnati," with Christian 
salutation. Honor to the men of that 
State Meeting for this enlightened 
passion for the extension of the king- 
dom of God that burned in their 
hearts, and for the inspiring words of 
this letter! May the spirit of this 
epistle, so full of apostolic zeal, abide 
with the brotherhood of that great 
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State and bear the richest fruits. This 
fraternal missive, signed by Benj. F. 
Reeve, the presiding officer, was com- 
mitted to hands worthy to bear it. The 
names of these messengers have 
already been noticed. 

John T. Johnson, this ardent and 
faithful advocate of primitive Chris- 
tianity, the very impersonation of our 
great plea and of the spirit of our de- 
voted Kentucky brotherhood, already 
on Wednesday afternoon offered these 
resolutions : 

Resolved^ That a missionary society, as a means 
to concentrate and dispense the wealth and be- 
nevolence of the brethren of this reformation in 
an effort to convert the world, is both scriptural 
and expedient. 

Resolvedy That a committee of seven be ap. 
pointed to prepare a constitution for said society. 

At the very opening of the conven- 
tion, in the forenoon of Wednesday, he 
arose and said, " I wish to know if the 
object of this convention is not to in- 
quire into the expediency of forming a 
missionary society. Have we not all 
the right of expression on this subject.? 
Let us give full opportunity for discus- 
sion." This was the one great thought 
in his heart. So felt, so thought John 
T. Johnson, this admirable man whose 
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name is cherished as that of few others 
by the brethren of Kentucky. It was 
an inspiration to hear him in this con- 
vention, with all the passionate ardor 
of his noble heart, advocate this great 
missionary movement, and so in the 
conventions of after years. He was 
one of the most devoted friends of this 
enterprise to the end of his life. 

Even while other questions were be- 
ing discussed, before the organization 
of a missionary society came in due 
form before the convention, the one 
thought uppermost in the minds of all 
continually found utterance. During 
the debate on the Bible Society, Car- 
roll Kendrick declared that " he 
thought the missionary society might 
supercede the necessity of a Bible so- 
ciety. The missionary society," he 
said, " ought to take precedence." 
While the adoption of the constitution 
for this new organization was being 
considered, Prof. Pendelton offered 
this resolution : 

Resolved y That the missionary society contem- 
plated by this action, be presented to the brethren 
as the chief object of importance among our be- 
nevolent enterprises. 

These utterances, and others of the 
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same tone, were an expression of the 
feelings that pervaded the hearts of all 
in the assembly, and of the brother- 
hood generally. 

J. T. Johnson's resolutions, above 
given, calling for the creation of a mis- 
sionary society, and of a committee to 
draft a constitution, were, after the 
reading of the letter from the Indiana 
State meeting in support of them, 
unanimously adopted, and really with- 
out debate, so well was the convention 
prepared for this action. As already 
said, this was during the Wednesday 
afternoon session. 

Before the adjournment, the com- 
mittee to draft the constitution was an- 
nounced by the president, L). S. Bur- 
net. This committee consisted of 
John O'Kane, John T. Johnson, Henry 
D. Palmer, Walter Scott, John T. 
Powell, and L. L. Pinkerton. These 
were the men who reported the first 
constitution of the American Christian 
Missionary Society — for their report 
was adopted by the convention without 
any material changes, and in all essen- 
tial features the constitution has re- 
mained the same to the present hour. 
The committee was selected from the 
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best men in the assembly. I have al- 
ready spoken of these eminent names; 
for ripe intelligence, large wisdom, the 
sincerest piety, the best understanding 
of our great plea, large experience in 
its advocacy, and the firmest devotion 
to it, they were in every sense* repre- 
sentative men of our people and their 
great cause. I feel it is proper to add 
here, that there was perhaps never a 
man among us more admirably fitted 
to preside over a convention than 
David S. Burnet. In the appointment 
of committees, as in other things, he 
was always wise, acting with great 
forethought and deliberation. He 
knew that the convention over which 
he presided would be historic, and that 
every step in it demanded the utmost 
intelligence and far-seeing prudence. 

The matter of the Bible Society 
was disposed of in the Wednesday 
evening session, and the field was now 
clear for the chief work of the conven- 
tion. 

After the opening of the session of 
Thursday morning, the mind and tem- 
per of the convention on the subject 
of a missionary society was at once re- 
vealed. The entire scene, dimly dis- 
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cerned through the minutes, was most 
instructive and inspiring; it is worthy 
of record as a study for the men of to- 
day, who desire to know and ought to 
know what was the mind and heart of 
the men assembled and the generation 
represented at the convention of 1849, 
relative to the great question of a na- 
tional missionary enterprise. 

A few words of explanation are here 
necessary to a better understanding of 
what follows. 

While there was a general desire for 
an organized national missionary co- 
operation, the minds of all were not 
clear as to the best way of reaching 
this end; this is manifest from the ex- 
tracts already cited from the M. Har- 
linger. There was a feeling with 
some, especially at Cincinnati, that it 
w^s not well to multiply societies, but, 
if possible, to combine the missionary 
enterprise with the Bible Society as a 
department of it. This idea was em- 
bodied in the second resolution pre- 
sented by the Committee on the Order 
of Business, and which has already been 
given. This resolution was evidently 
tentative, suggestive, intended sim- 
ply to bring the matter before the 
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convention for action. It was soon 
clear, however, that the body of the 
convention was ready for stronger 
action, for a decisive forward move- 
ment. 

On Thursday morning this second 
resolution calling for the organization 
of a general missionary department in 
the Bible Society, came up in the regu- 
lar order of business. As soon as it 
was read, it was instantly, by a motion, 
laid on the table, and J. B. New, of 
Indiana, moved that the report of the 
committee appointed to prepare a con- 
stitution for a missionary society be 
heard. This motion was at once 
adopted, and John O'Kane read the 
report — a constitution with twelve arti- 
cles, and then moved that it be adopt- 
ed, and *<that this convention recom- 
mend the immediate formation of such a 
society as is contemplated in the report; 
and that for this purpose the conven- 
tion adjourn for one hour." 

The constitution reported by the 
committee was discussed, article by 
article, during the three sessions of 
Thursday, and finally with immaterial 
changes, often chiefly verbal, was 
adopted with remarkable unanimity in 
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the evening session. The name of the 
society as first reported was, " The 
Christian Home and Foreign Mission- 
ary Society;" for the sake of simplicity, 
and because it was held that the mis- 
sionary field was one, embracing alike 
all lands, the name was changed to 
"The American Christian Missionary 
Society." The third article, as it final- 
ly passed, read as follows : 

The Society shall be composed of annual dele- 
gates, life members and life directors. Any 
church or missionary society may appoint a dele- 
gate for an annual contribution of ten dollars. 
Twenty dollars paid at one time, shall be requi- 
site to constitute a member for life, and one hun- 
dred dollars paid at one time, or a sum which in 
addition to any previous contribution shall 
amount to one hun- dred dollars, shall be re- 
quired to constitute a director for life. 

Considerable discussion was occa- 
sioned by the eleventh article, fixing 
the annual meetings permanently at 
Cincinnati. Some thought Cincinnati 
would be the perpetual moral center of 
our people; others were jealous of 
having the Society established in one 
place. Dr. S. B. Bell, of Kentucky, 
proposed, " that the Society shall meet 
in that place which shall be designated 
by a previous meeting, and that no two 
successive meetmgs shall be held in 
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the same place." George Campbell 
^' was opposed to a perambulating so- 
ciety. The brethren of Indiana," he 
declared, " had no prejudices." L. H. 
Jameson said, "An ounce of experi- 
ence was worth a pound of theory, 
and they of Indiana had tested the fa- 
tality of removing meetings from point 
to point." Walter Scott, to whom 
Cincinnati was what Jerusalem was to 
the Jews, "above his chief joy," 
" cited the College of Teachers, which 
was organized at Cincinnati, as another 
illustration of the folly of removal." 
" It flourished," he said, " while it was 
permanent; but they thought they must 
have it elsewhere, and it seemed to 
have been drowned in the Ohio river 
on its passage, for it never survived it." 
The article, as amended by James 
Challen, was Anally and unanimously 
passed in the following form: "The 
annual meeting shall be held in Cincin- 
nati on the Wednesday after the third 
Lord's day in October, or at such other 
time and place as shall have been des- 
ignated by a previous annual meeting." 
A resolution was offered by Prof. 
Pendleton, " That a committee of one 
delegate from each State here repre- 
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sentedy be appointed by the convention 
to nominate officers to be elected by the 
convention, with instructions to name a 
double number for the respective of- 
fices," which was unanimously passed. 
This committee, chosen from among 
the best men m the assembly, reported 
Friday morning, when, after some dis- 
cussion, the full board of officers was 
elected with A. Campbell as president, 
and James Challen as corresponding 
secretary. Of the entire list of twenty 
vice*presidents, two only, as far as I 
know, are yet living; W. K. Pendleton 
and J. J. Moss; of the fifteen mana- 
gers, in and near Cincinnati, but five, 
T. J. Melish, T. J. Murdock, George 
Tait, James Leslie, C. H. Gould ; of the 
foreign managers, but one, Alex. W. 
Hall; P. S. Fall has but lately passed 
away. 
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CHAPTER Vir. 

Enthusiasm in Contributing to the 
New Society. — State and Dis- 
trict Meetings and Sunday- 
Schools Recommended. — Ar- 
rangements FOR A Sunday- 
School Literature. — Various 
Resolutions. 

On Thursday evening, after the 
American Christian Missionary So- 
ciety had been formally and with great 
enthusiasm and full unanimity estab- 
lished, by the adoption of the constitu- 
tion, " it was moved that an opportuni- 
ty be given to persons to become life 
members and life directors," — in order 
to give a financial basis to the Society 
and to show the real interest of the 
convention in this great movement just 
inaugurated by it. Those present at 
that evening session can never have 
forgotten the exciting scene that fol- 
lowed this proposal, when with an en- 



Digitized 



by Google 



FIRST GENERAL CONVENTION. 59 

thusiasm that stirred every heart name 
after name was announced for life 
members and life directors. It was al- 
ready late in the evening, yet the joy 
at the consummation of the enterprise 
that had been the supreme thought of 
the convention and the earnest desire of 
a great people, and the eagerness to 
give now a substantial proof of devo- 
tion to it, made men forget the three 
long sessions of the day and that the 
hour of adjournment was at hand. So 
prompt was the response to this " op- 
portunity " — the fact is fresh m my 
memory to-day — that the secretaries 
again and again begged the brethren 
to " hold on " to give them time to 
record the names for members and di- 
rectors. In a short time fifty- five life- 
members — twenty dollars each — gave 
clear token that the heart of the con- 
vention was beating in sympathy with 
the hour. It will not be unfitting to 
note who were among the first thus 
eagerly to give their adhesion to the 
cause of our organized missions. In 
this list occur the names of Henry D. 
Palmer, A. D. Fillmore, W. H. Hop- 
son, George Campbell, L. L. Pinker- 
ton, William Pinkerton, Carroll Ken- 
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dricky R. C. Rice, John N. Payne, Dr. 
John Shackleford, Elijah Goodwin, 
John O'Kane, J. B. New, Dr. J. T. Bar- 
day — himself, wife and three children 
— ^the church at Midway, Kentucky, to 
make S. J. Pinkerton, of Georgia, a 
life- member, the church at George- 
town, Kentucky, to make its preachers, 
Charles Carlton and John A. Gano, 
life- members, Jacob Burnet, John M. 
Bramwell, etc. 

When life directors were called for, 
three men promptly sent up their 
names for $icx> each — Prof. W. K. 
Pendleton, S. W. Leonard and the 
venerable William Morton of Kentucky. 
Then a spirit-stirring scene occurred 
that placed the crown on the good 
work of the evening. There were 
men in the convention, among its chief 
originators and leaders, whose names 
were familiar and honored wherever 
our people were known, who were of 
the earliest, most valiant and most fa- 
mous advocates of our grand plea for 
apostolic Christianity. The myriads of 
our brotherhood had long since cher- 
ished these men with deepest rever- 
ence and affection. And on this oc- 
casion the hearts of the convention 
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instinctively turned toward them, as 
they beheld them, to do them fitting 
honor for their life-long devotion to 
their Master's cause, and for their 
presence here to project and consum- 
mate this great gospel mission for all 
the world. In a very short time, and 
with unwonted enthusiasm eight of 
these veterans were made life-directors 
by their brethren in the convention — 
D. S. Burnet, S. K. Hoshour,J. T. 
Johnson, James Challen, Walter Scott, 
J. J. Moss, L. H. Jameson, and Alex- 
ander Campbell. Well do I remember 
the generosity and ardor of noble 
Christian men and women in claiming 
a share in honoring these men. It is 
a real pleasure, at the distance of forty- 
one years, to look over the names of 
the men and women who so promptly 
and joyfully gave their adhesion and 
support to our great missionary move- 
ment at the hour of its birth, and who 
remained its life-long friends. Only 
a few of them are yet living; but the 
places' of the dead have been taken by 
daily multiplying hosts of others; and 
the work they inaugurated so auspic- 
iously and with such glad zeal, has 
grown, as they hoped it would grow. 
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ia the State organizations, in the gen- 
eral home and foreign work, till it ex- 
tends all over this land and is already 
reaching out to the very " ends of the 
earth." Again and again at that con- 
vention we heard such men as Scott 
and Johnson and Challen, and others of 
the noblest among us, in the power and 
joy of their faiih in God and his gos- 
pel, declare that the time would come 
when our work in the Lord would be- 
come a mighty power, and carry the 
story of the ancient gospel to all the 
nations of the world. 

The States of Ohio, Kentucky and 
Indiana, as they were strongest then in 
numbers, were also the largest in their 
contributions in the convention of 1849. 
As stated in the report given in the M. 
Harbinger^ " in a few minutes two thou- 
sand one hundred and fifty dollars were 
subscribed by the members of the con- 
vention alone to this most benevolent 
and laudable enterprise;" to the three 
societies — Missionary, Bible and Tract, 
in all about five thousand dollars were 
contributed. 

But, as stated in the beginning of 
this sketch, the objects of the first 
convention reached beyond the forma- 
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tion of missionary organizations, al- 
though this was evidently chief in the 
intention of the meeting. In the lang- 
uage of A. Campbell, ** the attention 
of such assemblies is to be devoted to 
general objects, such as can not be so 
well dispensed or attended to by par- 
ticular congregations. We want or- 
ganization — the setting in order of the 
things wanting to perfect the church 
and cement the word.*' And such was 
the feeling of the convention. A se- 
lect committee, composed of D. S. 
Burnet, J. Young, S. Ayres, H. D. 
Palmer, J. T. Johnson, C. Kendrick, 
W. K. Pendleton, W. Scott, J. T. Bar- 
clay, and John O'Kane was appointed 
to report resolutions that would ex- 
press the sense of the convention on 
matters of vital importance to the wel- 
fare of the churches. The report of 
this committee as finally adopted, and 
altogether only advisory and com- 
mendatory, was as follows : 

Resolved^ That in all our deliberations, in all 
our efforts to organize God's kingdom, the moral 
rather than the material purposes of our organiza- 
tion be kept steadily before us; that we have the 
conversion of the world and the perfection of the 
brotherhood in holiness always before us. 

Whereas, It is essential to a general union in 
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the furtherance of the cause of our blessed 
Redeemer, that the brethren should confer with 
each other in the search after truth; and 

Whereas, The cultivation of the social and 
religious sympathies is necessary to bring into 
zealous and efficient action the energies of the 
brethren, therefore, 

Resolved^ That we respectfully recommend to 
the churches the propriety of forming among 
themselves State and District meetings, to be 
held annually and quarterly, in such way as may 
seem expedient, and that the churches in their 
primary assemblies be requested to send to their 
annual meetings, by their messengers, the num- 
ber of members in their respective congregations, 
with the names of the post-offices. 

Resolved^ That we strongly commend to the 
churches the duty and importance of organizing 
and establishing Sunday-schools in every congre- 
gation. 

Resolved^ That a committee of five be appoint- 
ed to make out and publish a catalogue of such 
books as would be suitable for present use. 

Resolved^ That a corresponding committee of 
five be appointed from different States, to co- 
operate with the executive committee of the 
Tract Society, on the subject of Sunday-school 
books. 

[The following brethren were elect- 
ed as the committee to prepare the 
catalogue of books already pubhshed, 
that could be recommended to the 
churches: D. S. Burnet, J. J. Moss, C. 
Kendrick, W. Scott and W. K. Pen- 
dleton. The following were appointed 
as an advisory committee: I. Errett, 
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A. S. Hayden, A. Campbell, W. Scott, 
S. S. Church, L. H. Jameson, S. G. 
Pinkerton, J. B. Ferguson, J. T. Jones, 
and A« Graham, of Alabama,] 

Whbrsas, The Lord's day being a monu- 
mental institution, pointing continually to one of 
the most important events which have ever trans- 
pired among men, the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ our Lord from the dead, an event, the 
remembrance of which should thrill every heart 
with sacred joy ; afid 

Whereas, The sanctificatlon and due observ- 
ance of this institution is essential to the progress 
of piety and good morals ; therefore. 

Resolved, That we earnestly recommend to all 
our brethren in the Lord the importance of 
sanctifying and observing the day in their con- 
versation and behavior ; and especially that they 
may refrain from starting, and, if possible, from 
prosecuting any journey, dtherof business or 
pleasure, on this holy day. 

Resolved, That there is great need of increase 
of personal piety and devotion, especially in the 
three particulars of daily rei^llngof the scriptures, 
secret prayer, and family instruction and worship, 
and that this convention recommend to the 
teachers to urge upon the brotherhood every- 
where a more : faithful perforifiance of these 
duties. 

Resolved, That the president b^ requested, in 
the name of this convention, to address a fraternal 
letter to the Disciples of Eastern Virginia, in con- 
vention assembled in Richmond, i^t their annual 
meeting on November 24, 1849, and request their 
consideration of its proceedings and their co- 
operation. 

Resolved, That a committee' of thre^ be appoint- 
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ed to prepare a concise and appropriate address to 
our Christian cliurches and - brethren generally, 
embodying and recommending the sentiments, 
principles and measures agreed upon in this con- 
vention, and that the same be published, together 
-with the report of the proceedings of the conven- 
tion. 

The preamble and resolution con- 
cerning unworthy preachers, which 
constituted a part of this report, have 
already been cited and considered. 

This body of resolutions, which fit- 
tingly closed the work of the conven- 
tion, sets forth in a clear light the spirit 
and aims that filled the hearts of all 
present. Every word reveals an earn- 
est desire for the spiritual welfare of 
Zioa and for the triumph of the king- 
dom of God all over the earth. None 
better than the men here assembled, 
understood the true character, the pre- 
cious value, and the objects of the great 
cause we plead, for they were its pio- 
neers; none, too, ever had a clearer 
comprehension of its power and destiny 
as a reformation leading to a restora- 
tion of primitive Christianity, in doc- 
trine, form, discipline, spirit and life, 
and to a mighty missionary activity 
that should seek the ends of the earth. 
So, also, none ever felt more our short- 
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comings, our weaknesses and wants 
that hindered the realization of all these 
ardent desires and hopes. Therefore, 
they spoke and acted as they did in 
this memorable convention. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Conclusion. — Reflections on the 
Convention. — How its Work was 
Received by the Brotherhood. 

Before I conclude this sketch of ihe 
convention of 1849, ^ desire briefly to 
trace the facts of chief interest and in- 
struction which have been set forth, 
and which the reader who has followed 
me with attention thus far, should re- 
tain as permanent impressions. 

I. The men, who with earnest de- 
sire called the convention into being, in- 
spired and guided its action, and con- 
summated its purposes, were promi- 
nent among the fathers of our reforma- 
tion — such as Campbell, Scott, Palmer, 
Burnet, Challen, Johnson; or among 
the chief of its earliest advocates — as 
O'Kane, Goodwin, New,Geo.Campbell, 
Hoshour, Franklin, Jameson. Watkins, 
Rickets, J. G. Mitchell, Wm. Morton, 
Hays, Moss, Hartzell, Mathes, Dr. 
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Pinkerton, Wm. Pinkerton;or were of 
the younger stalwarts, such as J. M. 
Henry, Hopson, C. Kendrick, Mur- 
dock. Professor Pendleton ably repre- 
sented Bethany, and was one of the 
wisest counselors in the convention. 
These, with a goodly number of pri- 
vate men, elders and others of emi- 
nence in the churches, many of whom 
were pioneers — earliest men in our 
reformatory movement, constituted 
this historic assembly and accomplished 
its work — chief of which is our great 
general missionary enterprise. This is 
a principal fact that must never be 
forgotten. 

2. The purposes of this convocation, 
as they have been set forth, are also of 
historic importance — most significant, 
viz., to give organization, unity, 
strength, and wise direction to our 
activity, that our great work of the res- 
toration of primitive Christianity in 
form, life, and power might become ef- 
fectual in this and other lands; and to 
consider other things of great moment 
to the welfare of the churches, and 
concerning these to give earnest advice 
and admonition to all our people. How 
serious were these deliberations, and 
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how earnest the words of counsel sent 
forth to the churches, is also worthy of 
memory. 

3. The harmony of purpose and 
action of this convention, in the midst 
of the freest and most abundant dis- 
cussion, and the remarkable unanimity 
in its final action, in all the most im- 
portant matters that came before it, 
was one of the most praiseworthy 
characteristics of this assembly. The 
men who constituted it, had come to- 
gether with serious purposes, in the 
fear of God, and acted in the spirit of 
wisdom, and hence it was almost an 
inevitable result that unity of mind and 
action should mark all their proceed- 
ings. 

4. The chief object of the conven- 
tion was the organization of a general 
world -embracing missionary enter- 
prise. On this all minds and eyes were 
fixed, and when it was accomplished, 
all hearts were filled with joy. Let 
this important fact be well remember- 
ed. 

5. The men, who with earnest pur- 
pose and wisdom, and in joyful great 
faith, organized our general missionary 
work, with the very fewest exceptions. 
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remained faiihful to it, in strongest 
devotion, to the end of their days. 

6. In all the discussions and acts of 
the convention, the strictest and most 
jealous care was taken never even in 
the least degree to assume any ecclesi- 
astical privileges. That assembly — 
composed of men who were in heart 
and soul « revolutionary soldiers '* in 
the good, early war against all ec- 
clesiastical assumptions, and who 
were yet fresh and brave as ever in the 
defence of the cherished principles of 
freedom from the old fetters of ecclesi- 
astical bondage — would have sprung to 
their feet to a man at the first attempt 
to usurp any ecclesiastical authori- 
ty. Again and again, fro n the be- 
ginning to the end, clear voices were 
heard repudiating the very thought of 
such unauthorized purpose or action. 
This is a most noteworthy fact in the 
history of this assembly. 

7. Comparing the first convention 
with all those which have succeeded it, 
a notable fact stands forth in marked, 
distinguishing prominence. The as- 
sembly of 1849 discussed and express- 
ed itself on many qrestions, and such as 
were of much importai e, as is seen from 
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the details of its deliberations given in 
this historical sketch. This was neces- 
sarily so, as it was a general meeting for 
the consideration of any matters of mo- 
ment to our people, that needed the wise 
counsel and advice of such a body of 
men. They considered these subjects, 
and gave their opinion and counsel on 
them, just as any preacher in the pulpit, 
any editor in his paper, any council or 
company of brethren would discuss 
such topics and express a judgment and 
give advice on them. Our subsequent 
general missionary conventions, how- 
ever, since they meet for special, strictly 
defined objects, set forth in the consti- 
tution of the missionary organizations 
they represent, allow themselveg no 
such freedom as characterized the con- 
vention of the fathers in 1849; ^^^Y 
confine themselves to the matters that 
concern their particular work. Again 
and again have these conventions re- 
fused to consider questions that con- 
cern ♦^he church general and the sever- 
al congregations, with whose rights 
they will not and can not interfere. 
When at Lexington, and last yea/ at 
Des Moines, the question of settling 
on a common name for our people was 
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urged upon the convention of the Home 
Society, by well meaning, but not wise 
men, this body promptly declined to 
consider it, as being outside of its 
work and province. The Foreign So- 
ciety never touches any question not 
belonging to its own well-defined 
sphere. 

These facts are not only of moment 
in relation to the convention itself, but 
they are also noteworthy as a part of 
the general history of our people. 



The results of the convention were 
hailed with great satisfaction all over 
the land; but few voices of drssent were 
heard. The recommendations it sent 
forth did not pass unheeded. The ef- 
fort to create a Sunday-school litera- 
ture bore its good fruits. The advice 
to organize district and State meetings 
met with practical approbation. Sam- 
uel Church, of Pittsburgh — not to be 
confounded with S. S. Church, of Mis- 
souri, a much younger man — an elder 
and preacher prominent in the church 
and of leading influence, wrote to the 
M. Harbinger^ November i6, 1849: 

Dear Brother Campbell: I have read with a 
great deal of pleasure the proceedings o£ the 
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convention o£ our brethren in Cincinnati. I feel 
convinced that these movements will be second- 
ed by the churches throughout the country, and 
am anxious that Pennsylvania should do her 
part. 

Suppose, therefore, that you suggest a conven- 
tion of representatives from every part of this 
State, to meet in this city, or in Somerset, or at any 
more central point, say in June 1850. I would 
like to have the brethren sounded on this subject. 

A convention such as I propose would enable 
us to ascertain all the statistics of our body in 
this State, besides securing a general co-operation 
in the Bible, Mission, and other enterprises. 

This convention did meet and organ- 
ized a successful State mission. Of the 
States which had not already their gen- 
eral meetings, one after the other fol- 
lowed the example and advice of 
our national convention, and organized 
its regular annual assemblies and 
missionary enterprises. Of the con- 
vention, D. S. Burnet wrote to A. 
Campbell: 

The convention, over which you were elected 
president, has requested me to assure you of 
their sympathy and prayers — a duty most con- 
genial to my feelings ; the more especially as I 
can, in the same communication, contribute to 
your joy by announcing a happy issue of our 
meeting. . . I never knew a finer meeting. 

A. Campbell himself wrote : 

Our expectations from the convention have been 
more than realized. We are much pleased with 
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the result, and regard it as a very happy pledge 
of good things to come. The unanimity, cordi- 
ality, and generous concurrence o£ the brethren 
in all the important subjects before them, were 
worthy of themselves and the great cause in 
which they are all enlisted. Enough was done at 
one session, and enough to occupy our best ener- 
gies for some time to come. . . Denied the 
pleasuVe of being present on this interesting oc- 
casion by an unusually severe indisposition, I am 
peculiarly gratified with the great issues of the 
deliberations. , . The Christian Missionary 
Society, too, on its own independent footing, will 
be a grand auxiliary to the churches in destitute 
regions, at home as well as abroad, in dispensing 
the blessings of the gospel amongst many that 
otherwise never would have heard it. . . The 
Christian Missionary Society, it is agreed, is the 
great favorite of the brotherhood, around which 
their fondest affections cluster. 



It would certainly have been unpar- 
alled in all history, if the convention 
and its work had passed without criti- 
cism and protest everywhere; yet these 
were very few, and were ably answer- 
ed by A. Campbell himself, for they 
were addressed to him. In a Supple- 
ment, the substance of these objections, 
and A. Campbell's replies, ate given, 
together with other strong words from 
him in defense of this great movement. 

I now close this imperfect account of 
the memorable convention of 1849, 
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which constitutes so important an 
epoch in our history. I have the as- 
surance from many quarters, that my 
effort to bring the present generation 
of our people to a knowledge of this 
event — ^the causes which led to it, the 
men who were chief actors in it, its re- 
sults, and the spirit in which it was re- 
ceived by our brotherhood — has not 
failed of the good effect I had in view. 
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^uppleiDerit. 



ECHOES OF TflE GOHVEHTIOS. 



A. Campbell's Rdvoeaey of the Convention 
and its Rims and Retion. 



All that follows in this Supplement is 
from the year 1 850, and is a fair expression 
of the spirit in which the work of the 
Convention was received by our people. 
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In the M, Harbinger of Februarjs 
1850, A. Campbell wrote two articles 
entitled The Christian Missionary So- 
ciety; from the first of these, the follow- 
ing passages are taken: 

. . . The cause of missions is a cause that 
first of all, and most of all, commends itself to 
the affections of the whole Christian community. 

We are, therefore, peculiarly gratified to see 
with what unanimity, zeal and liberality the 
whole brotherhood, assembled at the late Cincin- 
nati Convention, have entered into this great work 
of evangelizing — at least of contributing their aid 
to the conversion of the world. Having proved 
the power of a preached gospel at home — 
having seen its triumphs in fields of labor 
so numerous, so various, and so extensive, 
in our land of Bibles, tracts, and churches — 
we have at last extended our vision over 
other lands and nations, and have felt their claims 
and those of the King of Saints and of Nations 
upon us, to institute and establish missions, 
domestic and foreign. It is the glory, and I trust 
it will be long regarded as the glory , of the first 
convention ever assembled of our brethren, that 
then and there they unanimously resolved, in 
the name of the Lord, to institute, to organize 
and put into operation a society for spreading 
salvation and civilization over all lands, as far as 

81 
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the Lord will give them the means and the op- 
portunity. Though at the beginning our efforts 
may be small, I doubt not that they will greatly 
increase, and that our success, both at home and 
abroad, will bear a just and reasonable ratio to 
our numbers, and the wealth, learning and talent 
which the Lord has bestowed upon us. 

I have, at present, only time to add that of all 
the other projects of the age, this is the chief. 
Bible societies, tract societies, and all other bene- 
volent associations are subordinate to this. This 
is an institution anterior and superior to all other 
Christian efforts. It was divinely ordained that 
the church, after the apostles died, should convert 
the world. The church is Gdd's own institution 
to evangelize. Christianize and, of course, to 
civilize and moralize the world. She is the golden 
candlestick in a benighted world — the light of the 
world and the life of man. From her the word 
of the Lord is to go abroad among the nations, to 
run and be glorified to the end of time. 

Such being her destiny, the only question is, 
haw can this be effected f A single community 
can not, in most cases, affect much beyond her 
immediate precincts. But by co-operating with 
others the work is every way practicable. 

We have an organized missionary society — a 
Committee of Ways and Means— and I desire no 
more at present than to notice the foundation laid 
on which we may build a glorious superstructure. 

In the second article occur these ad- 
mirable words, so worthy of the great 
heart that indited them : 

We have said that the " Christian Missionary 
Society^^* as now propounded and organized, is 
the first fruit of a general convention of the 
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churches. ... It is agreed to be the great 
favorite o£ the brotherhood, around which their 
fondest affections cluster. 



Bibles, in any version, and tracts may be either 
manufactured or purchased, (A. Campbell contin- 
ues), But there if no substitute for our missionaries 
and our missionary labors. These are our effici- 
ent means of doing a good which can not be ac- 
complished without them ; for if ever^ society in 
Protestant Christendom were to do all that it can 
do, so far as means are concerned, there yet 
would remain more that we can do. The harvest 
is still great, and the laborers are few. The field 
is very large. It is indeed the world — the whole 
unconverted family of Adam. It is, therefore, 
still our duty to pray to the Lord of the harvest to 
send laborers into the fields to gather it. 

But where shall we begin ? Charity begins at 
home, as the old adage goes ; but as some one has 
said, ** It does not continue at home." It radiates 
abroad, from the centre to the circumference of 
fallen humanity. We have long since begun at 
home, but still there is yet much to be accom- 
plished at home. Perhaps we might do more at 
home by doing something abroad. I confess 
that I am one who entertains that opinion. Vic- 
tories gained abroad are very favorable to con- 
quest at home. 

These extracts show how earnest 
was A. Campbell's acceptance of the 
Missionary Society formed at Cincin- 
natiy and also his ardent devotion to a 
missionary zeal that sought to reach 
the very ends of the earth; no language 
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could be stronger and clearer than the 
words here quoted. 

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY DEFENDED. 

Among the very few voices that 
were heard in opposition to the con- 
vention at Cincinnati and its work, was 
that of the church at Connelsville, 
Pennsylvania, addressed to A. Camp- 
bell and published in the M. Harbinger. 
The objection preferred by these good 
brethren was precisely the one which 
we sometimes hear now — that the 
church is the only scripturally con- 
stituted organization to carry out the 
gospel mission, etc., etc. It is very 
instructive to see how this great apos- 
tolic reformer answered this objection. 

After expressing his high opinion of 
the brethren who signed the document, 
and who were all well known to him, 
A. Campbell said: 

Still I am of the opinion that, in giving pub- 
licity to their resolutions and views at this early 
period, not having had the subject so fully and so 
clearly before them, they have not sustained that 
prudence for which they have been hitherto dis- 
tinguished. 

Their second resolution (i. «., that the church is 
the only scriptural organization, etc.,) is the basis 
of all their objections, and yet it is, in the main, 
such a one as we can approve. The only ques- 
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tion is, whether Chiist^s church is one com- 
munity, or all the communities, founded upon a 
belief in his divine person, office and mission. A 
church of Christ at Connelsville, Philadelphia, 
Cincinnati or New York, is not the church of 
Christ. The church of Christ is a very large and 
widely extended community, and possesses a large 
field, even the habitable earth. The church for 
which Christ died, aiid for which he lives and 
intercedes, is not the church at Connelsville, 
Rome, Ephesus, or Jerusalem, but is composed of 
all who have been baptized into his gospel, and 
continued to walk in him. 

Now, it is competent to " the church of Christ " 
to consult and co-operate with all the individual 
communities called churches of Christ, which 
enter into her own constituency, in whatever 
State, nation or empire they may be found, in 
each and every matter beyond their own individ- 
ual duties to themselves and their localities. 
These are matters which we regard as conceded 
by all our brethren, and, therefore, we offer no 
argument in support of them. 

The independence of every community in 
Christ's Kingdom is not an independence of every 
other community in that kingdom, in whatever 
concerns the interests of that kingdom. This 
would, indeed, be an error fatal to the progress 
and prosperity of that kingdom. . . . The 
church of Christ belongs to every particular 
church and every particular church to it. 

The church at Connelsville, Penn- 
sylvania, has for years been a supporter 
of both our General Home and For- 
eign Mission Societies. 



Digitized 



by Google 



86 FIRST GENERAL CONVENTION. 

OBJECTIONS TO CONVENTIONS AN- 
SWERED. 

With the same comprehensive, 
strong and clear judgment, revealed 
above in his answer to the brethren of 
Connelsville, this great man also swept 
away the objections against conven- 
tions. It will be well for those who 
still to-day repeat these long-since 
worn-out denunciations of conventions, 
to listen to A, Campbell's masterly an- 
swers, especially as such men claim to 
be faithful to his example and teachings 
in these things. 

As already said, the convention of 
1849 ^^^ ^^^ work met with general 
approval; voices of disapprobation 
were rare. One of these came — and 
very naturally — from Jacob Creath, Jr. 
He sent a long document to the M. 
Harbinger^ almost entirely made up of 
quotations from Dr. Channing, in 
strong condemnation of conventions in 
general. It is very interesting and ed- 
ifying to see how A. Campbell's large, 
calm, clear mind disposed of this pop- 
ular prejudice against such religious 
assemblies. If any man had the right 
to speak of " the danger of religious 
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conventions/' surely the sage of Betji- 

any was that man; for no man more 

than he — perhaps none as much as he — 

had studied, and understood, what w^s 

reprehensible in such bodies. Certainly 

Jacob Creath, Jr., was not his master 

in this regard. But hear the wisdom 

with which A. Campbell decides this 

question : 

I fully accord with all that is said in the pre- 
ceding objections offered against conventions by 
Dr. Channing, and endorsed by our very able 
brother Creath. But there is a still small voice 
that whispers in my ears — i. That the abuse of 
hnytkingy is no reason^ no argmneni against it; 
and 2. That if these objections constitute any 
valid reason against associational union or con- 
ventions, then do they also annihilate both church 
and State^ seeing both are conventions. Every 
particular churchy every State in this Union^ is^ in 
facty conventional and the result of a convention^ 
and the whole United States are the result ofcon- 
ventionsy and could not exist 'without occasional 
conventions* 

I have suffered, and we all have suffered, by 
and from conventions. So did the prophets, the 
Savior, and the apostles. But neither our Savior 
nor his Apostles ever denounced conventions, 
sanhedrims, or public assemblies, as such. If 
denounced, it was because they had sinned 
against apostles and prophets. 

But it may be further alleged that conventions 
are always dangerous, always fatal to the pros- 

* The italics are always A. Campbell's. 
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perity of the truih. But that is assumfng what is 
not the fact. The Jewish conventions, and the 
Christian conventions, held in Jerusalem, did not 
always err. It would \)e as dishonorable to the 
Scriptures as to the church to hold that all con- 
ventions are without precedent, and must neces- 
sarily err. " In the multitude of counselors there 
is safety," says the wisest of men. Certainly 
there is ordinarily more wisdom in a convention 
than in an individual. 

But what is a single church but a convention.? 
and do not all the objections of Dr. Channing lie 
equally against a congregation as against a con- 
vention f Nay, are not the terms congregation 
and convention verbal equivalents? Because two 
or three bad men in a church, by means of its 
constitution and interior influence, can sometimes 
infuse into it a bad spirit, institute fierce discords, 
create schisms, and work ruin and mischief on a 
much larger scale than is possible to one or two 
unassociated individuals, must we then abandon 
the church — the great congregation — and set up 
something else.? 

A single church, composed of one hundred 
members, is, in times without number, controlled 
by six or seven individuals, for weal or for woe, 
for good or bad report or destiny. 

The objections which are offered to our con- 
ventions, being equally opposed to every other as- 
sociation or convention of men, if they are good 
and valid, would annihilate both church and 
State, and every meeting of men for conference, 
deliberation or action ; and these being both or- 
dained of God, of course the objections are not 
relevant nor logical, and therefore affect not in the 
least the peculiar conventions of which Christians 
have always been more or less the advocates. — 
M, Harbinger^ Jti^y^ ^^So 
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In further reply lo the same objv'r- 
tions from the same source, A. Camp 
bell says: 

Dr. Channing says, '* there is cause toffar and 
ivithstand great issociations." There may be 
cause to fear that great associaiions and great 
men, as well as little associations and little men, 
may err; but there is no good, logic, not one word, 
in thence inferring that " there is cause to ivith- 
stand " ikem. This is bad philosophy, bad logic, 
and worse theology. I fear, and we all fear, 
many things which we ought not to withstand. 
Many men fall from horses and are killed; many 
persons enter carriages, and raihoad cars, and 
steamships, who in consequence lose their lives. 
Shall we, should we, then, with one consent, 
'''-withstand'*^ riding on horseback, traveling in 
carriages, railroad cars and steamships?—!! 

Conventions have been abused like everything 
else. Prayer, baptism, the Lord's supper, are 
now, and have always been, abused. But shall 
we not pray, baptize, commemorate the great 
sacrifice, because they have been much more fre- 
quently abused than used!! Let this suffice on 
this subj'^ct. 

The apostolic churches had each its own inde- 
pendency ; and yet, on certain emergencies, they 
CO operated in matters beyond the management 
of a single community. This will not, because it 
can not, be denied. The only difficulty, or that 
about which there can be any difference, is, for 
what purposes and what emergencies, or whether 
statedly or occasionally, they shall meet, either 
in person or by a deputed delegation. — M, Har- 
bin ger^ September y i8jo. 



From the superabundant material 
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which A. Campbell's defence of our mis- 
sionary conventions and organizations 
offers for quotation, I will add only two 
more extracts, to show how he regarded 
the absolute necessity of united action in 
missionary enterprises. His words on 
this point are worthy of all regard. 

Whatever is the duty of one church, is the du • 
ty of all churches in similar circumstances. But 
a combination or co-operation of churches is es- 
sential to accomplish some of the great objects of 
Christian piety and humanity. To raise a house, 
to build a city, demands more than an individual 
effort. So to plant churches in Pagan lands, and 
to found new religious and Christian communi- 
ties, where no churches are, calls for combined 
and concentrated effort. 

To these ends of our calling pre-concert, pre- 
arrangement and co-operation are indispensable. 
Committees of ways and means are required. 
Executive councils, financiers, and general agents, 
are indispensable to success. These duties ought 
not to be assumed — no one church, any more 
than one individual, could or should assume such 
responsibilities. Does Christianity leave all these 
things to a peradventure, to mere chance, to indi- 
vidual wisdom, or to individual caprice? Cer- 
tainly it presumes that Christians have as much 
wisdom in conducting the* r affairs as the children 
of this world, or ought to have it. 

" Who," said the great teacher, " intending to 
build a tower or undertake a war, does not first 
sit down and count the cost?" Why should 
" the children of this world be more prudent in 
conducting their affairs than the children of 
light"? 
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But to simplify the matter, I will give, in a few- 
words, a miniature view of the case legitimately 
before us. A hundred churches in a State, on 
much reflection, decide that they are providenti- 
ally called to take a portion of their territory des- 
titute of churches, preachers. Bibles, and schools, 
under their especial care, and to adopt measures 
for the supply of these wants, which, of course, 
would require both men and money. Not any 
number less than the whole hundred churches 
could hope to succeed in such an enterprise. They 
therefore call a general meeting of all the 
churches, and, after much examination and de- 
liberation on all the premises, they resolve to do 
their duty and to make a noble effort. 

After much discussion they organize four com- 
mittees — ^a committee for providing suitable 
preachers, a committee for obtaining and distrib- 
uting Bibles, a committee for organizing and 
maintaining schools, and a committee of finance 
for ndsing the necessary funds. They agree that 
these committees shall meet and report progress 
and give a full account of their respective labors 
and the results, in order to direct their future op- 
erations. These committees consist each of seven 
persons, who statedly meet to discharge the du- 
ties incumbent on them. These annual meetings 
are called conventions^ or comings together. Now, 
the simple question is, are these four annual con- 
ventions four ecclesiastical councils after the or- 
der of Nice, Ravenna, Constantinople, or Alex- 
andria? And is it rational, relevant and respect- 
ful to inveigh against them as occupying the 
place of these ancient papal or hierarchical 
courts? 

Such misconceptions, (A. Campbell further 
says), are all mere spectres in the imagination of 
one who sees a pope, or a clerical convention, in 
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every body that is constituted to manage the affairs 
and to perform a portion of the duties which it owes 
to itself and to the community. . . As did 
once an affrighted brother who saw in a vision, 
in the Elkhorn Association of Kentucky, some 
five and twenty years ago, a young pope with two 
heads and four horns rising out of the earth 
under the moderator's chair. 



The reader can not fail to be im- 
pressed with the vigorous, healthy 
common sense, the enlightened freedom 
of thought that is revealed in these 
manly,brave utterances of this remarka- 
ble man. I felt that it was well that 
the people should know how he reason- 
ed on the important matter of our mis- 
sionary enterprises, especially since the 
effort has been made to give the au- 
thority of his great name to the opposi- 
tion. Surely no man, after reading 
what has here been given from his 
pen, can fail to know where he stood 
on the subjects discussed in these ex- 
tracts. And who proposes to deny 
that A. Campbell understood and could 
expound, as no other man, our script- 
ural position and its logical bearings on 
the important questions before us; and 
that he bore the interests of the cause 
he plead in his great heart — in his 
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very heart's core, and was faithful to 
them through all the mighty labors and 
conflicts of many years, to the very 
last hour of his life. 



ROBERT MILLIGAN ON THE CONVEN- 
TION AND THE A. C. MISSIONARY' 
SOCIETY. 

Two more brief citations from the 
records of the year 1850, must close 
these testimonies in behalf of the con- 
vention of 1849 ^°d its results. 

One of the clearest voices of ap- 
proval of the convention and its action, 
came from Robert Milligan, then profes- 
sor in Washington, Pennsylvania. In 
an aiticle from him in the M. Har- 
binger of February, 1850, remarkable 
for its fullness and earnestness, this ex- 
cellent man made a strong plea for the 
great enterprises so auspiciously in- 
augurated at Cincinnati. Among other 
things he says: 

It must be gratifying to all the friends of the 
Bible and Missionary cause, to learn that the 
measures adopted at Cincinnati have since been 
approved by meetings of the Disciples elsewhere. 
And It may be expedient to hold other conven- 
tions, especially of the churches which were not 
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represented at Cincinnati, that all may publicly 
sanction the proceedings of the October Conven- 
tion. 

But I can not conceive that it is necessary and 
proper that we should silently and inertly wait 
the decision of such conventions. What was done 
at Cincinnati is not likely to be undone by other 
conventions, held there or elsewhere. I there- 
fore propose, as the shortest and most efficient 
way of expressing our concurrence in these im- 
portant measures, that the members of each con- 
gregation immediately form a Bible and Mission- 
•ary Society, auxiliary to the A. C. Bible and Mis- 
sionary Societies ; and that they forward as soon 
, as possible, their surplus funds to these parent in- 
stitutions, to assist them to accomplish the bene- 
volent objects for which they are founded. 

At our annual meeting on last Saturday, ac- 
cording to my proposition to other churches, we 
formed a Bible and Missionary Society, auxiliary 
to the A. C. Bible and Missionary Societies. 

This was at Washington, Penn- 
sylvania, one of the oldest churches of 
the Reformation, some twenty miles 
from Bethany. 



KENTUCKY ENDORSES THE CONVENTION 
AND ITS ACTION. 

The minutes of the Kentucky Con- 
vention of 1850, held at Lexington, in 
May of that year, are given ip the July 
number of the M. Harbinger. 

A committee of seven was appoint- 
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ed to present a plan for a permanent 
State Meeting; the plan offered by this 
committee was adopted. Its preamble 
reads as follows: 

For the purpose of securing the united and effi- 
cient action of the Christian churches of Ken- 
tucky in extending the kingdom of our Lord, 
we, the messengers of the churches here repre- 
sented, in compliance with the recommendation 
of the (jeneral Convention of October, 1849, and 
in accordance with the call of many brethren 
lately expressed through our periodicals, adopt 
the following plan of co-operation. 

This plan has nine Articles; the tenth 
declares : 

It is not the design of the State Meeting to in- 
terfere with the appropriate work of the Socle, 
ties adopted and constituted by the General Con- 
vention held in Cincinnati, in October 1849, but 
rather to aid them by the more general diffusion 
of information among the churches of Ken- 
tucky , relative to their noble aims, and by re- 
ceiving and forwarding such funds as may be 
sent up for these specific objects. 

The following resolution was offered 

by brother Young, and unanimously 

adopted : 

Resolved^ That this meeting, impressed with 
the vast importance of Bible circulation and 
translation, and of preaching the gospel in the 
United States and throughout the world, most 
heartily recommends to the liberality of the 
churches of Kentucky the Christian Bible and 
Christian Missionary Societies, lately adopted and 
organized by the convention held In Cincinnati. 
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The most prominent men in the 
churches of Kentucky were present at 
this convention, as was also A. Camp- 
beU, who spoke in the M. Harbinger 
enthusiastically of its spirit and action. 
J. T. Johnson was elected the president 
of this new organization; among its 
officers were such men as W. Morton, 
G. W. Eiley, James Henshall, John 
Smith, J. G. Allen, and other men of 
note. No wonder that Kentucky has 
to this hour been ever among the fore- 
most States to stand valiantly by all 
our great missionary enterprises. 



My task is ended. I commit what 
has here been written to the intelli- 
gence and the hearts of my brethren 
everywhere in this great land. 
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